
Operation Banner was the name given to the British Armed Forces’ operation in Northern Ireland 
from August 1969 until July 2007. This period is often referred to as The Troubles and was a primarily 
nationalistic and political conflict fuelled by historical events. A total of 1441 British military 
personnel fatalities has been recorded over these 38 years of conflict. More information can be 
found here: 
https://www.palacebarracksmemorialgarden.co.uk/roll-of-honour/ 
 
Operation Granby was the codename given to British military operations in the First Gulf War. After 
Iraq invaded Kuwait in August 1990, a war was waged by coalition forces from 35 nations, including 
the UK, led by the United States against Iraq. This combat phase lasted a month (17th January 1991 – 
28th February 1991).  47 British military personnel lost their lives in the First Gulf war. To find out 
more about the First Gulf war, click here: 
http://www.ncl.ac.uk/press/news/2016/01/gulfwar/ 
 
Operation Corporate was the codename given to the British military operations in the Falklands War. 
Operations lasted from 1st April 1982 until 20th June 1982. This 10 week was between Argentina and 
the United Kingdom was over the two British overseas territories in the South Atlantic: the Falkland 
Islands and South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands.  
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/307098/20140428
_Falklands_Statistical_Release-1982to2013.pdf 
 
The Balkans wars were successive military conflicts beginning in 1912, which deprived the Ottoman 
Empire of almost all of its remaining territory in Europe. A total of 48 British military personnel lost 
their lives in the Balkans. To find out more about this, click here: 
https://web.archive.org/web/20120929201010/http://www.mod.uk/DefenceInternet/FactSheets/O
perationsFactsheets/BalkansBritishFatalities.htm 
 
In 2017, The Ministry of Defence published a document detailing UK Armed Forces Operational 
Deaths post World War II. Figures for the fatalities of British military personnel for the Northern 
Ireland conflict, The First Gulf War, The Balkans and the Falkland Islands war can be found here. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/603234/20170330
_UK_Armed_Forces_Operational_deaths_post_World_War_II-O.pdf 
 
 
Table 1. The number of British Service Personnel fatalities during the Northern Ireland conflicts, 
Falkland Island War and the First Gulf War. 

 
Start End Fatalities 

Northern Ireland 1969 1998 763 

Falkland Islands 1982 1982 255 

First Gulf War 1990 1991 47 

The Balkans 1992 2001 48 

Note. The statisitcs for the table above have been taken from http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-
11743727 
 
The figures for Northern Ireland in the table above and timeline below are for the period of 1969 
until 1998, however the Ministry of Defence has confirmed that from 14th August 1969 to 31st July 
2007, 1441 UK Armed Forces died as a result of operations in Northern Ireland or Irish Terrorism in 
other countries. Of the 1441, 722 were the direct result of terrorism and 719 were due to other 
causes. Please see here for more detail. 
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https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/143521/response/357035/attach/html/3/20130129%2
0FOI%20Smyth%2002%2001%202013%20160507%20018%20U.doc.html 
https://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201617/cmselect/cmdfence/1064/1064.pdf 
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