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Dear Ms Binnie, 

 
Thank you for your email of 20 June 2017 requesting the following information:  
 

I am a researcher for the Health of Veterans Research Team at King Edward VII’s Hospital, and 
am looking into health conditions among military personnel and veterans. 
I have read several reports which outline the disablement claims – number of claims; however I 
have not been able to find any specific information on the conditions recipients claimed for. 
I was wondering if you would be able to provide me with a breakdown of different conditions that 
recipients claim for when applying for WPS, and if possible for the most recent years. 
 
I am treating your correspondence as a request for information under the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000 (FOIA).  
 
Section 40(2) has been applied to some of the information in order to protect personal 
information as governed by the Data Protection Act 1998. This is in line with JSP 200 (March 
2016), in which numbers fewer than three are suppressed in order to reduce the possible 
inadvertent disclosure of individual identities. Section 40 is an absolute exemption and there is 
therefore no requirement to consider the public interest in making a decision to withhold the 
information.   
 
During the latest five financial years (between 1 April 2012 and 31 March 2017) there were 
54,631 first disablement claims for 74,278 conditions under the War Pension Scheme (WPS).   
 
Claimed condition information is recorded on claimants’ WPS claim forms in free-text format. 
Administrators at Veterans UK code this information electronically using a set list of medical 
codes. 
 
Annex A provides a summary of all claimed conditions, grouped by medical code and financial 
year. 
 
Please note that in some cases the code selected was considered a ‘best fit’ in the absence of a 
more accurate medical code. Therefore the numbers presented for each condition should be 
considered an estimate. Furthermore an individual may claim for a condition without having had 
a formal diagnosis. Even those awarded a War Pension may have been awarded for a condition 
different to that specified on the claimant’s claim form. Therefore the information presented 
cannot be used as a reliable source of morbidity within this cohort. 
 



The number of claimed conditions is lower in the latest financial year (2016/17) than for the four 
previous years. This is due to the time lag between a claim being registered and the medical 
conditions being recorded on the War Pension Computer System (WPCS) during the claim 
process. Due to this time lag, there are some claims recorded for 2016/17 where the medical 
conditions have not yet been recorded on the system.  
 
Under Section 16 of the Act (Advice and assistance) you may find it useful to note the following: 
 
The War Pension Scheme (WPS) provides no-fault compensation for all ex-Service personnel 
where illness, injury or death is caused by Service before 6 April 2005. 
 
Figures provided are sourced from data stored on Defence Business Services' (DBS) War 
Pensions Computer System (WPCS). The figures provided are based on data as at 31 March 
2017 (the latest data that is currently available for the WPS). 
 
The electronic medical code on the WPCS was used to summarise the conditions claimed for 
under the WPS. Please note that individuals can claim for multiple injuries/illnesses under one 
claim and therefore the information provided presents the total number of conditions claimed for 
rather than the number of claims. 
 
Defence Statistics publish annual statistics on the War Pension Scheme on the Gov.UK 
website: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/war-pensions-scheme-statistics-2017 
 
Would you like to be added to our contact list, so that we can inform you about updates to our 
statistical publications on the War Pension Scheme’ and consult you if we are thinking of 
making changes? You can subscribe to updates by emailing: DefStrat-Stat-Health-PQ-
FOI@mod.uk 
 
If you are not satisfied with this response or you wish to complain about any aspect of the 
handling of your request, then you should contact me in the first instance. If informal resolution 
is not possible and you are still dissatisfied then you may apply for an independent internal 
review by contacting the Information Rights Compliance team, Ground Floor, MOD Main 
Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB (e-mail CIO-FOI-IR@mod.uk). Please note that any request for 
an internal review must be made within 40 working days of the date on which the attempt to 
reach informal resolution has come to an end. 
 
If you remain dissatisfied following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the 
Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. 
Please note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD 
internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of the 
Information Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner's website, http://ico.org.uk. 
 
I hope this is helpful. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

Defence Statistics (Health) Head (B1)  
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